“Please, come look in my shop…”

We went to Rajasthan in India on the 9th of November 2008. Before this trip, we had never been to an Asian land before, let alone to India.

We tried to prepare ourselves as good as possible by reading travel guides and travel journeys, to get to know a bit about the culture and lifestyle of the Indian people. You can never be prepared enough, right?

Ultimately, we made an amazing trip; the twenty days flew by!

For the first few days, we didn’t feel quite at home: the food, a driver, the chaotic traffic... We thought we needed at least two rolls of toilet paper within reach at first, but this turned out to be unnecessary fortunately…

We headed for Jhunjhunun and Mandawa first, a somewhat “quieter” region to start off with; after all, our adolescence lies well behind us…

Below are some of the highlights of our trip:

Jhunjhunun: the haveli`s (magnificent residences of rich merchants) were very impressive. Too bad some of them were neglected somewhat.

Bikaner: the Junagarth Fortress is a definite must-see, very impressive!

Deshnok: here you’ll find the Shri Karni Mata Temple, also called the ‘Temple of the Holy Rats’. I (Harry) visited this temple by myself, and I have to say it was an absolute mess. It’s true that hundreds of rats run about over there. They won’t harm you though, since they have an abundance of food. Spotting a white rat brings luck; something that comes in handy with the current financial crisis! You may keep your socks on by the way, but the shoes must go off.

Kolayat (a two hour drive from Bikaner): this is a pilgrim’s place that includes a holy lake. We were lucky to witness an annual party, so it was really crowded. A lot of the people went bathing first and to the temple afterwards. We nicknamed it “Little Varanasi”. There was a really relaxing ambience present, and lots of people were curious about us, and vice versa. We had a change to shoot some marvellous pictures. Another special detail about this place is that it isn’t run over by tourists.
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Jaisalmer: a nice place located in the Thar desert, with it’s beautiful yellow fortress. Just like a sand castle!

We also went into the dunes of Khuri for a day and a night, where we made a camel tour that lasted for two hours, with a beautiful sunset in the background. After that, we had an enjoyable evening with singing, dancing, and diner on the inner court of a small, nice resort. Recommended if you are in the area!

Jodhpur: the Fortress of Mehrangarh is the most beautiful fortress that we saw in India. The position alone is astonishing. We made a well arranged audio tour, and saw beautiful apartments inside.

Ranakphur: a small town in the mountains of Arawilli, which we really enjoyed: nice and quiet. We made a walk through the hills with a local guide. Life is still so basic around here, and also so peaceful, even though the locals really don’t have that much to spend.

Naturally, you have to visit the Jain temples at Ranakphur as well!

Udaiphur: A beautifully located town around the lake. Our driver Avtar arranged a nice hotel with a first class view for us. We could look over the washing place, and everything lit up at night: it was like a fairytale.

Ranthambhore National Park: Definitely recommend if you want to see tigers! We spotted a tiger during the second safari, and from a short distance too. A variety of animals walks around in this park by the way, that are all worth looking out for, like leopards, crocodiles, deers, and birds.
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Agra: The Taj Mahal was a great conclusion of our trip. It appears as if the building is floating on a carpet (for the record: we were sober at the time…). It was a shame that there were attacks in Mumbai that day, something we didn’t hear much of ourselves. However, it was broadcasted in detail on television, and the Indian people were far from happy with the events.

Well, that was our trip in a nutshell. We did not type out every last detail, but hopefully our story gave you some insights in all of the things that India has to offer. Which we found out is a lot..!

Something we particularly enjoyed was the life on the streets; you can stare at it for hours without getting bored: the traditional markets, the busy street life, the people, and the animals.

Indian people are very friendly in general. We were approached frequently by curious locals with lots of questions when we went for a stroll at night. We were also regularly approached by friendly people, who then proceeded to ask: “please, come look in my shop.” Oh well, that’s a part of Indian culture as well.

We didn’t really obtain the “Delhi Belly”, but it was a close call at times. Our car broke down on our way to Delhi. Avtar arranged another car for us that brought us to the hotel, so it was solved just fine.
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A word on our driver Avtar: he was an excellent choice. He always arrived on time and spoke proper English. Plus, he always knew a nice hotel in the area, with decent prices. We didn’t need expensive accommodations, as long as the hotel was clean and had a pleasant ambience.

In conclusion, Avtar is a reliable, good man, who we can definitely recommend.

Rob: we also met your friend Rattan in Ranakphur, where he was travelling with two people coincidentally. A nice man as well. He told us that he was in The Netherlands last year.

Thank your for helping us with getting on our way. We will probably return someday, but maybe head a little more northward then.

Regards,

Els & Harry

